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Tuesday 6th and Wednesday 7th December 2022 
at  

Regent Hall 
(The Salvation Army) 

275 Oxford Street 
London 

W1C 2DJ 

~  
www.westminsterconference.co.uk 

WRESTLING WITH OUR PAST



10.30AM 

ARCHIBALD ALEXANDER &  RELIGIOUS 
EXPERIENCE 

DAVID PFEIFFER 
Minister of Whaddon Road Evangelical Presbyterian Church

Both a preacher and a scholar, Archibald Alexander 
(1772–1851) enjoyed God’s blessing as a minister of 
the gospel long before he settled into his later 
service at Princeton Theological Seminary. He 
writes, therefore, with clear understanding and out 
of profound experience. His treatment of religious 
experience, with deep roots in the Word of God and 
a deep desire for and expectation of the work of 
God in power, by his Spirit, in the hearts and lives of 
Christ’s people, still stirs and directs in keeping with 
the finest tradition of experiential Calvinism. 

3.45PM 

EVANGELICALS, SLAVERY &  
COLONIALISM 

IAN SHAW 
Emeritus Professor, Management & Society (Uni. of York)

The relationship of Christianity to colonialism and 
slavery has become a live issue in recent years. Claim 
and counter-claim are made; accusations are hurled; 
esteemed figures in history are toppled, or at least 
undermined; suspicion and disdain are rampant; 
relationships between Christians and churches are 
broken over the facts and their interpretation. What 
do we need to know? How ought we to think? How 
should we respond? We will consider the history of 
evangelical positions on slavery and colonialism as a 
basis for reflecting on these difficult issues.

1.30PM 

EUSEBIUS AND THE USE AND ABUSE OF 
CHURCH HISTORY 

ROBERT STRIVENS 
Pastor of Bradford-on-Avon Baptist Church

The historian of the early church, Eusebius of 
Caesarea (c.260–339), is an important source for all 
who want to grasp the work of God in the first 
centuries after Christ. Issues of reliability and 
concerns about prejudice raise for the modern 
reader not just the question of how we employ 
Eusebius today, but the bigger and related questions 
of our own approach to history, and the ways in 
which historical narrative can be used or abused. 
Robert Strivens will take Eusebius as his starting 
point to consider credible historical methodology. 

10.30AM 

DAVID LIVINGSTONE 

ALISTAIR WILSON 
Lecturer in Mission and NT, ETS

Alistair Wilson will help us understand the life and 
the legacy of David Livingstone (1813–1873). 
Esteemed through generations as an example of 
Christian piety and celebrated as a pioneer 
missionary, should we still consider him a hero of 
the faith or relegate him to a villain of history? How 
do we handle not just the realities of his own 
labours, but also the glowing narrative handed down 
from generation to generation? Lessons learned in 
this respect should help us to think through how we 
handle other such figures from our Christian past. 

TUESDAYMONDAY

3.45PM 

GUILLAUME FAREL 

STÉPHANE SIMONNIN 
Lecturer in Church History at London Seminary

Like many historical figures, our knowledge of 
Guillaume (‘William’) Farel (1489–1565) tends to 
resolve itself into one or two striking moments. We 
can be left with a shallow and one-dimensional sense 
of the person, with little notion of a consistent and 
coherent character. In this paper, we hope to fill in 
the blanks and add a little colour, developing a more 
complete idea of Farel as a man of God and minister 
of the gospel, with his foes and his friends, his 
strengths and his weaknesses, so that a couple of 
snapshots will give way to a full-orbed portrait.

1.30PM 

THE PROTESTANT VIEW OF TRADITION 

IAN HAMILTON 
President of Westminster Presbyterian Theological Seminary

The relationship of human authority to divine 
revelation was one of the flashpoints of the 
Reformation. Today, many self-identifying as 
Protestants find themselves on different sides of 
various divides. Some are dismissed as aggressive 
biblicists with no regard for creeds and confessions 
and the wisdom of the past; others are attacked for 
their alleged attachment to ancient learning over 
Scripture. Ian Hamilton will guide us through the 
Protestant view of tradition, and so help us to 
navigate some of these modern challenges. 



ATTENDANCE

If you wish to attend all or part of the conference, please book online at guestli.st/721218 or complete the 
REGISTRATION AND ORDER FORM (below) and return it, with your registration fee, to the Conference Secretary. 
Please return your booking form as soon as possible, and no later than Tuesday 29th November. We may not be 
able to accommodate those who do not book, and so you are advised to return your form in good time. Payment 
can be made, or gifts and donations conferred, by cash or cheque as below, or using sort code 52-30-29, account 
number 13005693. 

A number of funded places are available to first-time attendees. Some help can also be extended to those in 
Christian ministry who are otherwise unable to come solely because of financial constraints. In either case, or for 
further information, please contact the Secretary at the address overleaf, call 01924 497184, or email 
<jfharris2@googlemail.com>.

Please note that no meals or snacks will be provided. There is a small café on the premises together with 
numerous facilities for the purchase of food and drink on Oxford Street for those who wish to buy their own 
lunch or obtain refreshments during the day. Food and drink can be brought back into the venue. 

Conference papers will be published by summer next year, God willing, and can be ordered below (£7.50 per 
copy in the UK, including postage). Those attending may order three copies or more at the discount price of 
£5.50 per copy. Past papers from 1951 onward are available from the Secretary and will also be on sale at the 
conference. 

The Westminster Conference maintains a mailing list solely for the purpose of conveying information 
concerning its activities. We do not use your details for any other purpose and will not pass them on to third 
parties. If you wish to be removed from the list, please inform the Secretary.

MISCELLANY

PLEASE BLOCK PRINT YOUR DETAILS BELOW  

Name .......................................................................  

Title Rev/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other .................................  

Address ......................................................................  

...............................................................................  

...............................................................................  

Postcode ................................... Date …………………… 

Email ……………………………………………………… 

If you responded to advertisements or information in print or 
electronic media, please tell us where you heard about 

the Westminster Conference: 

……………………………………………………………

Ch M P D/B

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  
• Please register no later than Tuesday 29th November 2022.  
• Cheques should be made payable to “The Westminster Conference”.  
• Registrations will not be acknowledged and no receipt will be sent 

unless requested, and a stamped, self-addressed envelope provided. 

RETURN TO:  
John Harris  

Secretary (The Westminster Conference)  
18 Nook Green  

Dewsbury  
West Yorkshire WF12 0BJ  

01924 497184 · jfharris2@googlemail.com 

THE WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE 2022 
REGISTRATION AND ORDER FORM

CATEGORY AMOUNT

Full registration (£50) £

Student registration (£30) £

Single day registration (choose day) (£35) £

. . . copy/copies of the printed papers  
1 or 2 copies @ £7.50 each  

3 or more copies @ £5.50 each 
£

Gift toward conference expenses £

TOTAL ENCLOSED £

https://guestli.st/721218


The Salvation Army’s Regent Hall is located at 275 Oxford Street in London, W1C 2DJ (exactly opposite BHS, 
and look out for the protruding ‘Salvation Army’ sign above eye level), just west of Oxford Circus station (take 
Exit 3, Oxford Street West, up Oxford Street past Benetton) on the London Underground Victoria, Bakerloo and 
Central lines and five to ten minutes east of Bond Street on the Central and Jubilee lines. Buses 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 
13, 15, 16, 25, 53, 94, 137, 139, and 159 pass down Oxford Street.

DIRECTIONS

We regret that we cannot arrange accommodation 
but it may be available at one of the following venues: 

Highbury Centre 
26 Aberdeen Park, London, N5 2BJ, tel 020 7226 2663 

William Booth College 
Denmark Hill, London, SE5 8BQ, tel 020 7326 2744

JOHN HARRIS 
SECRETARY (THE WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE) 

18 NOOK GREEN 
DEWSBURY 

WEST YORKSHIRE 
WF12 0BJ 

UNITED KINGDOM


