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Tuesday 3rd and Wednesday 4th December 2019 
at  

Regent Hall 
(The Salvation Army) 

275 Oxford Street 
London  

W1C 2DJ 
 

~  
www.westminsterconference.co.uk 

THE PURITAN EXPERIMENT



10.30AM 

THE EMERGENCE OF INDEPENDENCY 

MATTHEW BINGHAM 
Lecturer in Systematic Theology & Church History 

at Oak Hill College

The seventeenth century saw major discussions and 
massive developments with regard to the doctrine of 
the church. Among those elements was the 
emergence of Independency, in which issues of both 
soteriology and ecclesiology were at the fore. So 
where and how did Independency arise? What were 
its leading principles, who were its primary 
architects, what were its distinctive contributions? 
Matthew Bingham will help us to understand the 
origins of Independent churchmanship and to think 
carefully about our own convictions and practice.

3.45PM 
THE PILGRIM FATHERS 

PAUL SMITH 
Full-time elder of 

Grace Baptist Church, Broadstairs

The phrase ‘the Pilgrim Fathers’ is often used 
quickly and carelessly. Some of what is confidently 
asserted is more mythical than factual. We do not 
always know who they were, why they set sail on the 
Mayflower as they did, and what they were setting out 
to achieve. Paul Smith will introduce these men (and 
their families) and their motives, showing us what 
lay behind their exodus to the New World. While 
they had the courage of their convictions, we also 
need to consider the various lessons we can learn for 
our own attitudes to life and liberty.

1.30PM 
THOMAS MANTON - NEGLECTED PURITAN 

DOUGLAS MCCALLUM 
Minister of 

Cambridge Presbyterian Church

The twenty-two volumes of Manton’s Works glower 
from many a library or study shelf. He was a prolific 
author, but perhaps best known now for his sermons 
on Psalm 119, and also his exposition of James. In 
his own day, he had a reputation to rival that of a 
man like John Owen. In ours, he is largely unknown, 
even to many pastors, despite being a favourite of 
such men as Spurgeon and Ryle. This paper aims to 
redress that balance, introducing us to this neglected 
Puritan, providing insights into his life and times, 
and pointing us to his example for useful service.

10.30AM 

THE SIGNIF ICANCE OF WILLIAM PERKINS 

JOSEPH PIPA 
President of 

Greenville Presbyterian Theological Seminary

William Perkins stands near the fountainhead of 
Puritanism proper. He was both a principled 
inheritor and a sober innovator. His ministry of 
preaching and writing had a seminal influence on a 
generation of men, several of whom are more 
prominent names that we still recognise among ‘the 
Puritans.’ But who was Perkins, and what was it in 
his ministry that produced the impact that it did, 
both in his own time and - through his spiritual 
children and grandchildren - down to the present 
day?

3.15PM 
THE PRACTICE OF PURITAN WORSHIP 

ROBERT STRIVENS 
Pastor of 

Bradford on Avon Baptist Church

The principles of Puritan worship did not 
necessarily produce a uniform or monolithic mode 
of worship, but established certain parameters 
within which most Puritans operated. With evidence 
from the writings and the gatherings of various men 
and churches, Robert Strivens will consider how the 
principles of Puritan worship worked out in 
practice. This will prompt us to consider ways in 
which we might still learn from the practical 
approach of the Puritans, and the ‘why’ and ‘how’ of 
their approach to God.

1.30PM 
THE PRINCIPLES OF PURITAN WORSHIP 

JEREMY WALKER 
Pastor of 

Maidenbower Baptist Church, Crawley

The question of worship lay at the heart of the 
Reformation. The issue continued to exercise the 
sons of the Reformation, not least the English 
Puritans. They contended earnestly, even fiercely, for 
the purity of the worship of the church. Today we 
rarely even ask the same kind of questions as did our 
forefathers. Casual assumptions and thoughtless 
conclusions often produce crass and even carnal 
expressions of worship. We will go back to the 
Puritans to think about the questions that they asked 
and the answers that they found concerning worship.

TUESDAY WEDNESDAY



ATTENDANCE

If you wish to attend all or part of the conference, please book online at guestli.st/591636 or complete the 
REGISTRATION AND ORDER FORM (below) and return it, with your registration fee, to the Conference Secretary. 
Please return your booking form as soon as possible, and no later than Tuesday 26th November. We may not be 
able to accommodate those who do not book, and so you are advised to return your form in good time. Payment 
can be made, or gifts and donations conferred, by cash or cheque as below, or using sort code 52-30-29, account 
number 13005693. 

A number of funded places are available to first-time attendees. Some help can also be extended to those in 
Christian ministry who are otherwise unable to come solely because of financial constraints. In either case, or for 
further information, please contact the Secretary at the address overleaf, call 01924 497184, or email 
<jfharris@ntlworld.com>.

Please note that no meals or snacks will be provided. There is a small café on the premises together with 
numerous facilities for the purchase of food and drink on Oxford Street for those who wish to buy their own 
lunch or obtain refreshments during the day. Food and drink can be brought back into the venue. 

Conference papers will be published by summer next year, God willing, and can be ordered below (£7.50 per 
copy in the UK, including postage). Those attending may order three copies or more at the discount price of 
£5.50 per copy. Past papers from 1951 onward are available from the Secretary and will also be on sale at the 
conference. 

The Westminster Conference maintains a mailing list solely for the purpose of conveying information 
concerning its activities. We do not use your details for any other purpose and will not pass them on to third 
parties. If you wish to be removed from the list, please inform the Secretary.

MISCELLANY

PLEASE BLOCK PRINT YOUR DETAILS BELOW   
Name .......................................................................  

Title Rev/Dr/Mr/Mrs/Miss/Other .................................  

Address ......................................................................  

...............................................................................  

...............................................................................  

Postcode ................................... Date …………………… 

Email ……………………………………………………… 

 
If you responded to advertisements or information in print or 

electronic media, please tell us where you heard about 
the Westminster Conference:  

……………………………………………………………

Ch M P D/B

PLEASE NOTE THE FOLLOWING:  
• Please register no later than Tuesday 26th November 2019.  
• Cheques should be made payable to “The Westminster Conference”.  
• Registrations will not be acknowledged and no receipt will be sent 

unless requested, and a stamped, self-addressed envelope provided. 

RETURN TO:  
John Harris  

Secretary (The Westminster Conference)  
18 Nook Green  

Dewsbury  
West Yorkshire WF12 0BJ  

01924 497184 · jfharris@ntlworld.com 

THE WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE 2019 
REGISTRATION AND ORDER FORM

CATEGORY AMOUNT

Full registration (£50) £

Student registration (£30) £

Single day registration (choose day) (£35) £

. . . copy/copies of the printed papers  
1 or 2 copies @ £7.50 each  

3 or more copies @ £5.50 each 
£

Gift toward conference expenses £

TOTAL ENCLOSED £

https://guestlist.co/events/591636
https://guestlist.co/events/591636


The Salvation Army’s Regent Hall is located at 275 Oxford Street in London, W1C 2DJ (exactly opposite BHS, 
and look out for the protruding ‘Salvation Army’ sign above eye level), just west of Oxford Circus station (take 
Exit 3, Oxford Street West, up Oxford Street past Benetton) on the London Underground Victoria, Bakerloo and 
Central lines and five to ten minutes east of Bond Street on the Central and Jubilee lines. Buses 2, 3, 6, 7, 8, 10, 12, 
13, 15, 16, 25, 53, 94, 137, 139, and 159 pass down Oxford Street.

DIRECTIONS

We regret that we cannot arrange accommodation 
but it may be available at one of the following venues: 

Highbury Centre 
26 Aberdeen Park, London, N5 2BJ, tel 020 7226 2663 

William Booth College 
Denmark Hill, London, SE5 8BQ, tel 020 7326 2744

JOHN HARRIS 
SECRETARY (THE WESTMINSTER CONFERENCE) 

18 NOOK GREEN 
DEWSBURY 

WEST YORKSHIRE 
WF12 0BJ 

UNITED KINGDOM


